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MEMORIAL TO HONOR ARMED FORCES; RE-
QUIREMENTS FOR NAME ON VIETNAM
VETERANS MEMORIAL; MEMORIAL TO MAR-
TIN LUTHER KING, JR.; AND CENTER FOR
VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL

TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 2003

U.S. SENATE,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS,
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC.

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:30 p.m. in room
SD-366, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Craig Thomas pre-
siding.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. CRAIG THOMAS,
U.S. SENATOR FROM WYOMING

Senator THOMAS. Welcome. 2:30, I think we will begin.

This of course is a hearing on several bills that pertain largely
to monuments here on the Mall. I want to welcome representatives
of the Departments of the Interior and Defense and other witnesses
to today’s subcommittee hearing. The purpose of the hearing is to
receive testimony on the following bills:

S. 268 authorizes the Pyramid of Remembrance Foundation to
establish a memorial in the District of Columbia and its environs
to honor members of the armed forces of the United States who lost
their lives during peacekeeping operations, humanitarian efforts,
training, terrorism, covert operations;

S. 296, to require the Secretary of Defense to report to Congress
regarding requirements applicable to the inscription of veterans’
names on the memorial wall of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial,

S. 470, to extend the authority for the construction of a memorial
to Martin Luther King, Jr.;

And S. 1076, to authorize construction of an education center at
or near the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

We have a number of things to talk about and I hope, of course,
as we go through this we consider the merits of each of these pro-
posals, of each of these memorials that are being suggested, and at
the same time we try to also get a little vision of what we want
the Mall and the ceremonial areas of Washington, D.C. to look like
over time.

We have brought up a couple of charts over there that show the
Area I on the left in the green and Area II, and then in the other
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one on the right side there is a reserve down the Mall, which was
what we talked about last year and that Mall then could be treated
a little differently than the rest of Area I or Area II. So this is not
a new idea to deal, of course, with the future of the Mall, but it
is an ongoing one, and we are glad to do that.

Let me call on a member of the committee, Senator Campbell.

[The prepared statements of Senators Hagel, Voinovich, and
Daschle follow:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. CHUCK HAGEL, U.S. SENATOR FROM NEBRASKA

Mr. Chairman, last month I joined my colleagues and fellow Vietnam veterans,
Senators McCain and Kerry in introducing the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Edu-
cation Center Bill (S. 1076). Today, we are joined by Senators Warner, Daschle,
Clinton, Durbin, Bunning and Bill Nelson as cosponsors. If passed, the bill would
authorize the construction of an underground Education Center near the site of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The bill is similar to legislation passed by this Com-
mittee last year.

Twenty-one years ago, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial was built as a permanent
testament to the sacrifice of over 58,000 veterans who died during the Vietnam War.
It is a place of remembrance for Vietnam veterans and their families.

As the Vietnam War draws further into America’s past, it is important for future
generations to remember the sacrifices of those who gave their lives in Vietnam, and
to understand the lessons learned in Vietnam.

Most visitors to the Wall today were not alive during the Vietnam War. The Edu-
cation Center would serve as an access point for the next generation. By collecting
historic documents, artifacts and the testimony of Vietnam veterans, the Education
Center would provide visitors with a better understanding of the Memorial.

The Memorial was designed to accommodate expansion. Over the last two dec-
ades, the Wall’s reach has extended; names of fallen soldiers have been added to
the black granite. Building the Education Center underground would expand the
memorial in a new direction—one that does not distract from the natural beauty
of the Mall.

The names on the Wall must never become simple, empty etchings. Their individ-
ual and collective power must remain connected to the real human sacrifices of war.
The Education Center would help preserve this bond. It would affirm the meaning
of the Wall, not just as an acknowledgment of a war or a date to be remembered,
but as a living memorial with lessons to offer those who come to learn.

Many educators, veterans, lawmakers and organizations have voiced strong sup-
port for the proposed Education Center. Like the Wall, the Center would be funded
entirely by private donations—evidence of its broad-based public support. There
would be no taxpayer money involved in building the Center.

Building an Education Center at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial would affirm
the belief that we can inspire peace by educating our young people about the con-
sequences of war. For there is no stronger advocate for peace than one who knows
war.

I am proud to sponsor this bill authorizing the construction of the Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial Education Center. I ask my colleagues on the Energy Committee to
support this effort and pass the Vietnam Memorial Education Center Bill out of the
Senate Energy Committee.

Thank you, Mister Chairman.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. GEORGE V. VOINOVICH,
U.S. SENATOR FrROM OHIO

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to thank you for convening this hearing
today to examine S. 268, legislation that would authorize the creation of the Pyra-
mid of Remembrance, a memorial to honor U.S. service men and women who have
lost their lives during peacekeeping operations, humanitarian efforts, training, ter-
rorist attacks, or covert operations.

Such a memorial is long overdue in our nation’s capital, and I am glad to have
the chance to testify in strong support of this important legislation. I am also
pleased to welcome from my home state of Ohio Mr. Dave Enzerra, who serves as
a Trustee of the Pyramid of Remembrance Foundation and General Manager of the
Lubrizol Corporation in Painesville, Ohio. I look forward to his testimony and thank
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him for taking the time to travel to Washington to appear before the Subcommittee
this afternoon.

As my colleagues may be aware, this legislation is the product of work done by
motivated young people at Riverside High School in Painesville, Ohio. Ten years
ago, in October 1993, these high school students watched in horror as a U.S. soldier
in Somalia was dragged through the streets of Mogadishu. The students—concerned
that there was not a memorial in our nation’s capital to honor members of the
armed forces who lost their lives during peacekeeping missions such as the one in
Somalia felt compelled to take action.

They spearheaded a campaign to establish a Pyramid of Remembrance in Wash-
ington, DC. The students not only proposed the memorial, they also created a pri-
vate non-profit foundation to raise the money to construct the memorial. The com-
munity in Painesville, Ohio really pulled together, providing legal counsel for the
students and private donations to help fund the project. Today, members of the com-
munity, such as Dave Enzerra, remain an integral part of this process. The commu-
nity in Painesville, Ohio has been very generous with their time and support, and
their dedication to this project has helped it come to fruition. Due in part to the
strong support of this Ohio community, the proposed national Pyramid of Remem-
brance would be built at no cost to the taxpayers.

There has been considerable discussion regarding the Pyramid of Remembrance
since it was proposed by the students of Riverside High School and first introduced
in the House of Representatives by my colleague, Representative Steven LaTourette,
on May 14, 1997. Last September, the House Resources Committee’s Subcommittee
on National Parks, Recreation, and Public Lands conducted a hearing to examine
the proposed Pyramid of Remembrance.

On October 17, 2002, Senator Mike DeWine joined me in introducing legislation
in the Senate for the first time to authorize the creation of the Pyramid of Remem-
brance. We re-introduced this legislation on January 30, 2003, taking into account
recommendations made by the National Park Service, and I am pleased that today’s
hearing marks the first time that this legislation will be considered by the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.

In addition to consideration in the United States Congress, the National Capital
Memorial Commission which is charged with overseeing monument construction in
Washington, DC, conducted hearings about the proposed Pyramid of Remembrance
in April 2001. The Commission recommended that the memorial be constructed on
Defense Department land, possibly at Fort McNair. The commissioners also noted
that such a memorial would indeed fill a void in our nation’s military monuments.

I agree with the commissioners’ findings. I, too, believe that this memorial would
be an important addition to our nation’s capital to honor those who have lost their
lives while serving in the United States military.

On May 6, 1999, I spoke on the Senate floor in honor of two brave American sol-
diers—Chief Warrant Officer Kevin L. Reichert and Chief Warrant Officer David A.
Gibbs—who lost their lives when their Apache helicopter crashed into the Albanian
mountains during a routine training exercise on May 5, 1999, as U.S. troops joined
with our NATO allies in a military campaign against Slobodan Milosevic. As I re-
marked at the time, the United States owes Kevin, David and so many other service
members a debt of gratitude that we will never be able to repay, for they have paid
the ultimate sacrifice. As the Bible says in John chapter 15:13, “Greater love has
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”

The Pyramid of Remembrance would honor individuals such as David Gibbs and
Kevin Reichert. It would also honor the memory of the 17 service members who lost
their lives when the U.S.S. Cole was attacked on October 12, 2000, and the men
and women who lost their lives during the terrorist attacks against the Pentagon
on September 11, 2001.

As we continue the global campaign against terrorism, we must always remember
and honor the brave men and women who have lost their lives while defending our
freedom. Tragically, ten service members, including three men from the State of
Ohio, lost their lives on February 21, 2002, when a CH-47 Chinook helicopter
crashed in the Philippines. They are Army Captain Bartt Owens of Franklin, Ohio;
Army Chief Warrant Officer Jody Egnor of Middletown, Ohio; and Air Force Master
Sgt. William McDaniel of Fort Jefferson, Ohio.

More lives were lost on March 11, 2003, when a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter
crashed in New York. Eleven service members were killed, including Captain Chris-
topher E. Britton of Mansfield, Ohio. We must remember and honor the sacrifice
that these men—and all who have died serving our country—made to protect and
ensure the freedom of all Americans.

The patriotism, dedication, and vision of the students at Riverside High School
are commendable. Their action shows maturity, leadership and passion for their
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country that Americans of all ages should emulate. I support and applaud the work
these students have done to establish the Pyramid of Remembrance, as well as the
efforts of community members who have provided ongoing guidance and support to
help the students turn their vision into reality.

I believe it is our duty to honor American men and women in uniform who have
lost their lives while serving their country, whether in peacetime or during war, and
this memorial will ensure that the sacrifice made by so many is always remembered
by our grateful nation.

Again, thank you, Mr. Chairman, for convening this hearing today. I am hopeful
that the Committee will soon vote in support of S. 268 and send it to the floor for
consideration by the full Senate.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. ToM DASCHLE, U.S. SENATOR FROM SOUTH DAKOTA

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for allowing me to present testimony in favor of S.
1076, legislation to authorize the design and construction of an education center at
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. As a co-sponsor of this legislation since the 106th
CorigTess, I appreciate the committee’s continuing interest in making this project a
reality.

As co-chair of the Vietnam-era Veterans in Congress, I have worked closely with
Senator Hagel to educate our colleagues and build support for a new education cen-
ter, which would do so much to educate future generations about The Wall and its
place in American history. This committee did its part in the 107th Congress, hold-
ing a hearing and reporting the bill to the floor. Unfortunately, the Senate was
never allowed to consider the legislation, due to disagreements over a provision pre-
cluding future development on the core area of the National Mall.

For the sake of veterans, for the sake of generations who came of age after the
Vietnam War, indeed, for the sake of the country, I hope this Congress is different.
We need this education center.

In my lifetime, the Vietnam conflict stands out as one of our most wrenching na-
tional experiences. Over the years, The Wall has proven to be an amazing instru-
ment for healing. It has converted discord and turmoil into unity and calm. It car-
ries special meaning for thousands of veterans, their families, and their friends.
This center would educate visitors about the more than 58,000 men and women
whose names appear on The Wall. It would display photographs of those killed or
missing, as well as some of the more than 60,000 items that have been left by visi-
tors to The Wall. Among other themes, an education center would explore the me-
morial’s place in history and why it elicits such powerful emotions from visitors.

As a Vietnam-era veteran myself, the Vietnam War has shaped my efforts as a
member of Congress, providing the inspiration for my work to provide disability
benefits for Vietnam veterans exposed to Agent Orange and for many other efforts
to heal wounds acquired in Southeast Asia. I was introduced to this current effort
by Jan C. Scruggs, founder and president of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund,
who has spoken personally with many of you on this committee. Due to Jan’s per-
sistence and flexibility, this proposal has been refined and improved over the years.
Construction would be funded entirely through private donations. The National
Park Service has developed a plan to place the center underground, minimizing its
impact on sight lines at the National Mall.

Unfortunately, this proposal has been caught in a crossfire between those with
aspirations for additional monuments and museums on the Mall and those con-
cerned about over-development. While this is a worthy subject for debate, I am con-
cerned that in recent years it has overshadowed—and needlessly delayed—a worthy
project that holds great promise for veterans, youth, and other Americans.

Though the painful memories of the Vietnam era still haunt many Americans,
new generations of young people born after the war are already being welcomed into
adulthood. To ensure that the essential lessons of this time are never lost, and to
ensure that the legacy of bravery and sacrifice honored by the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial lives on, let us take this opportunity to construct a Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial Education Center, a place where the trauma of our past can provide lessons
to guide our future.

STATEMENT OF HON. BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL,
U.S. SENATOR FROM COLORADO

Senator CAMPBELL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for
holding this hearing on four bills pending before the Subcommittee
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on National Parks that would help our Nation better remember
and honor our fellow Americans who have done so much to make
the United States the leading country in the world.

I have a complete statement. I would ask your permission to put
that in the record——

Senator THOMAS. Without objection.

b Senator CAMPBELL [continuing]. And try and abbreviate a little
it.

Mr. Chairman, today we are looking at bills that seek to preserve
the memory of those who have done so much for the American peo-
ple. Three of the bills involve honoring and preserving the memory
of those members of the Nation’s armed services who have made
the ultimate sacrifice. You have heard yourself, I am sure, all gave
some zi?d some gave all. These bills really relate to the people that
gave all.

Another bill we are looking at today concerns Dr. Martin Luther
King, a great American and certainly a personal hero of mine.

Mr. Chairman, these four bills we will be taking a closer look at
today include—one of them I introduced earlier in the year, S. 296,
the Fairness to All Fallen Vietnam War Service members Act of
2003. This legislation would help us find an appropriate way to rec-
ognize and honor the men and women of our Nation’s armed serv-
ices who did give their all in connection to their service in Vietnam,
but whose names were not listed on the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial wall here in the Nation’s capital.

This bill is based on language which I previously introduced to-
ward the end of the 107th Congress. We unfortunately ran out of
time before we could deal with it in full measure. We have some
outstanding witnesses today, Mr. Chairman. I will not go into their
backgrounds. It is a matter of record and I am sure you will be in-
troducing them.

Almost 40 years ago our country started sending a generation of
young men to fight in Vietnam, and women too. Over 58,000 Amer-
ican soldiers gave their lives to their country in and around the
land, skies, and seas of Vietnam. The ultimate sacrifice of many of
these men were honored here on the Vietnam Vets Wall here in
Washington, D.C. But some of them, including many who served
during the war itself, say that all of the names are not on the wall
that should be on the wall because some who rightfully should be
along side their American friends for whatever reason were inad-
vertently left off the wall.

Now is the time, I think, to take a good hard look at that omis-
sion, and that is basically what this bill does. I might tell you one
example and that is the story of the U.S. destroyer USS Frank E.
Evans. In the spring of 1969 the Evans sailed from the port of Long
Beach for the last time, after seeing serious combat off the coast
of Vietnam. The Evans was sent to the South China Sea to partici-
pate in Operation Sea Spirit, a simulated wartime operation at
darkened ship maneuvering conditions at night, on zig-zag courses
to evade the determined but simulated enemy submarines, with
ships for the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization involved, too.

In the early hours of June 3, the crew of the Evans awoke to
what must have been an absolutely terrifying experience, because
they were hit by the Australian aircraft carrier the HMAS Mel-
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bourne almost amidships. It slammed into the Evans, cutting it in
half. The aft section of the Evans did stay afloat long enough to se-
cure it to the HMAS Melbourne to prevent it from sinking, but the
front section of the Evans sank in just nine short, tragic minutes.

My staff tells me that 74 crew members were lost, and of those
74 that were lost, they were not lost to enemy fire, they were in-
volved in—even though they were involved in serious combat just
a few days before, but they all lost their lives on that collision. Of
the 74, 44 of them come from home States represented by members
of this committee.

Unfortunately, the case of the U.S.S. Evans does not stand alone.
There are many families across the United States whose loved ones
have been excluded from proper recognition for too long. All they
have got for their lives of their missing airmen, seamen, Army folks
was a flag, insurance, and back wages, but not much else. They
certainly deserve the same recognition their comrades got, and S.
296 tries to say that.

This bill directs the Secretary of Defense to determine an appro-
priate manner to recognize and honor the Vietnam veterans who
died in service to our Nation. Additionally, the bill asks the Sec-
retary to evaluate the feasibility and equitability of revising eligi-
bility requirements applicable to the inscription of names on the
memorial wall to be more inclusive to such veterans. Such revisions
are essential to regaining the public trust.

It further asks for input from government agencies and organiza-
tions that originally constructed the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
wall regarding the feasibility of adding additional names. Finally,
it asks for appropriate alternative options for recognizing the veter-
ans whose names should have been on there should it be deemed
that there is no logistical way to add the names to the wall.

Whatever the result, it is essential that something appropriate
be done to recognize the sacrifice they made. It does not set a
precedent, Mr. Chairman. Indeed, 296 names have already been
added to the wall since initial construction.

Being a veteran myself, Mr. Chairman, I know the importance of
this bill to many of our veterans groups, and with that look for-
ward to the testimony of our guests. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Senator Campbell follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL,
U.S. SENATOR FROM COLORADO

Mr. Chairman, thank you for holding this hearing on four bills pending before the
Subcommittee on National Parks that would help our nation better remember and
honor our fellow Americans who have done so much to make the United States and
the world a better place to live.

Our National Parks are not just a way for us to protect and preserve the wonder-
ful natural gifts this nation has been blessed with. Neither are they not just a good
way to preserve and protect key places where pivotal events in American history
have taken place. While these qualities are important, there is much more to our
National Parks. Our National Parks also serve as a vital way to help us remember
and honor the brave men and women who have played such an important role in
our nation’s history. They help ensure that the contributions made will be passed
on from generation to generation.

I am pleased that today’s hearing will be focusing on four bills that will do just
that. Today we are looking at bills which seek to preserve the memory of those who
have done so much for the American people and indeed, the world. Three of these
bills involve honoring and preserving the memory of those members of our nation’s
Armed Services who have made the ultimate sacrifice. “All gave some and some
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gave all.” Another bill we are looking at today concerns Martin Luther King, an-
other great American who “gave all.”

Mr. Chairman, I am especially pleased that one of the four bills we will be taking
a closer look at today is a bill that I introduced earlier this year, S. 296, the Fair-
ness to All Fallen Vietnam War Service Members Act of 2003.

This much-needed legislation would help us find an appropriate way to recognize
and honor the men and women of our nation’s Armed Services who “gave all” in
connection to their service in Vietnam but whose names are not listed on the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial Wall here in our Nation’s Capital. This bill is based on lan-
guage which I previously introduced toward the end of the 107th Congress.

I would like to take a moment to welcome one of the distinguished witnesses who
will be testifying today, Lieutenant Colonel James G. Zumwalt. I also want to recog-
nize four special guests who I understand are with us today in the audience. They
are retired Vice Admiral Emmett H. Tidd and his wife Muggs and John C. Campbell
(J.C.), and his wife Sylvia. Mr. Chairman, I hope that you would allow me to include
some additional highlights about these American’s distinguished careers along with
my comments for the Committee’s records.

Almost forty years ago, our country started sending a generation of young men
off to fight in Vietnam. Over 58,000 American soldiers gave their lives to their coun-
try in and around the lands, skies, and seas of Vietnam. The ultimate sacrifices
many of these men have made are honored on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall
here in Washington, D.C.

However, there are some very respected Americans, including many who served
during the Vietnam War, who say that there are names missing from the Wall that
rightfully should be there alongside their fellow fallen Americans. Now is the time
to take a good, hard look at seeing what we can do to help correct that omission.

The tragic story of the United States Destroyer, USS Frank E. Evans, is an exam-
ple of just such a case. In the Spring of 1969, the Evans sailed from the Port of
Long Beach for the last time. After seeing serious combat off the coast of Vietnam,
the Evans was sent to the South China Sea to participate in Operation Sea Sprit,
a simulated war time operation at darkened ship maneuvering conditions at night,
on zig-zag courses to evade the determined simulated enemy submarines, with ships
for the Southeast Asia Treat Organization (SEATO).

In the early hours of June 3, the crew of the Evans awoke to the terrifying sound
of their ship being cut in two. An Australian aircraft carrier, HMAS Melbourne had
slammed into the Evans. The force literally split the ship in two. While the aft sec-
tion of the Evans was immediately secured along the side of the HMAS Melbourne,
the front section of the Evans sank in 9 short and tragic minutes. Seventy-four crew
members were lost. While these men were not lost due to enemy fire, they were in-
volved in serious combat only days before this tragedy. It may be of some interest
for those Senators serving on this committee to know, that of the 74 sailors who
perished, 44 of them are from your home states respectively.

Unfortunately, the case of the USS Evans does not stand alone. There are many
families across the United States whose loved ones have been excluded from proper
recognition for far too long. All that these families received was a flag, insurance,
back wages owed their loved one, and a plaque from the Navy. They were not
deemed eligible for combat benefits.

These men died while serving their country and are due the rights and honors
they deserve. At a time when we rightly honor heroes across our country, should
we not also take the necessary step to ensure that our past heroes are treated with
the same respect? It is vital for us to have fitting places of honor for all of the men
and women who have served and died for their country. It is also important for the
families of these fallen heroes to have a place in our Nation’s Capital where their
loved ones’ sacrifice is honored and recognized for future generations.

This bill directs the Secretary of Defense to determine an appropriate manner to
recognize and honor Vietnam Veterans who died in service to our nation, but whose
names were excluded from the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall. Additionally, the
bill asks the Secretary to evaluate the feasibility and equatability of revising the
eligibility requirements applicable to the inscription of names on the memorial wall
to be more inclusive of such veterans. Such revisions are essential to regaining the
public trust.

It further asks for input from government agencies and organizations that origi-
nally constructed the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall regarding the feasibility of
adding additional names. Finally, the bill asks for appropriate alternative options
for recognizing these veterans should it be deemed that there is no logistical way
to add these names. Whatever the result, is essential that something appropriate
is done to recognize the ultimate sacrifice they have made. It is important to their
families and shipmates that they are not forgotten.
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Mr. Chairman, as a veteran of the Korean War, I personally understand the ulti-
mate sacrifice many of our brave men and women have made for the price of free-
dom. This recognition should not be taken lightly.

In closing, Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you for holding this timely and impor-
tant hearing. I look forward to hearing from our distinguished panel of witnesses.

Senator THOMAS. Thank you, Senator.
Senator Akaka.

STATEMENT OF HON. DANIEL K. AKAKA, U.S. SENATOR
FROM HAWAII

Senator AKAKA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for having this hear-
ing to consider several proposals related to monuments. Many of
the bills on this afternoon’s schedule cover issues which the com-
mittee has considered previously. Each of these bills seeks to honor
individuals or events that are worthy of recognition. However, if
our previous hearings on bills involving memorials and the Na-
tional Mall are any indication, these issues are rarely without con-
troversy.

It is never an easy matter to balance the desired recognition of
an important historical event or person with the equally strong de-
sire to conserve open space on the Mall. Last year the committee
was able to reach a compromise on Senator Hagel’s bill to author-
ize construction of an education center for the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial. I supported that compromise. I am pleased that with re-
spect to the authorization of the education center the new bill re-
flects that compromise.

I know that both Senator Thomas and Senator Bingaman worked
very hard last year to enact legislation recommended by the Na-
tional Park Service and National Capital Planning Commission to
protect the Mall from future development, and I look forward to
working with both of them as we address this very important issue.

Several years ago, this committee passed legislation authorizing
construction of a memorial to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. S.
470 extends the authority to begin construction of the memorial for
an additional 3 years. I supported the authorization of the memo-
rial, and I believe the extension of its authorization is also war-
ranted.

We have a distinguished panel of witnesses testifying today and
I would like to welcome each of you to the subcommittee. I look for-
ward to hearing your testimony and learning more about each of
the proposals.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Senator THOMAS. Thank you, Senator. Glad that you are here.

Senator Sarbanes is with us. Welcome, sir.

STATEMENT OF HON. PAUL S. SARBANES, U.S. SENATOR
FROM MARYLAND

Senator SARBANES. Thank you very much, Chairman Thomas,
ranking member Akaka, and Senator Campbell.

I am pleased to come before the Subcommittee on National Parks
on behalf of S. 470 that Senator Akaka just made reference to. This
legislation does a very simple thing. It extends the legislative au-
thority for constructing a memorial to Dr. Martin Luther King for
an additional 3 years.
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Let me just quickly recount. I have submitted a statement and
I hope it will be included in the record.

Senator THOMAS. It will be in the record, Senator.

Senator SARBANES. I know the press of time on the committee
and I will just try to summarize very quickly.

In November 1996, we enacted legislation authorizing the con-
struction of the Martin Luther King memorial. It then took a cou-
ple of years before Congress was able to pass legislation authoriz-
ing the placement of the memorial in Area I of the capital. The
foundation then worked with the National Capital Planning Com-
mission and the Commission for Fine Arts for over a year to locate
an appropriate site for the memorial within Area 1. That has all
been through the process.

A design has now been selected for the memorial and the founda-
tion, the Martin Luther King Foundation, is in the process of get-
ting that design approved by the Department of the Interior.

The Commemorative Works Act provides there is a 7-year period
of legislative authority in which to acquire a construction permit
for the memorial. To have the construction permit you must have
raised the money. The burden for raising this money is going to be
completely private on the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, of which Dr.
King was a member.

We are now at the point where we need an extension of time in
order to carry through on this final approval of the design and the
money raising. Senator Warner and I have joined along with—we
have about half of the Senators who have co-sponsored this bill and
more are joining day by day. The legislation has also been offered
on the House side to extend the period of legislative authority for
an additional 3 years.

This has been done before in a number of instances with respect
to other memorials, so it is not as though we are seeking an un-
precedented action, and usually on these more difficult memorials
in terms of siting, design, and money-raising it has been necessary
to extend the time period.

We are deeply appreciative to the subcommittee for moving so
expeditiously in order to hold this hearing. I very strongly believe
that a memorial to Dr. King erected here in the Nation’s capital
will be an inspiration to all and particularly to the thousands of
students and young people who visit Washington every year.

Dr. King, as of course we well know, dedicated his life to achiev-
ing equal treatment and enfranchisement for all Americans. He
really emphasized two extraordinarily important principles of our
national life: one, the reconciliation of the races and the inclusion
into the mainstream of American life of all of its people as being
fundamental to the health of our Nation; and secondly, that
change, even very fundamental change, is to be achieved through
nonviolent means, and that this is the path down which we should
go as a Nation in resolving some of our most difficult problems.

Again, I urge the committee to move favorably on S. 470 so that
we can provide this framework within which the foundation will be
seeking to raise the money. I believe you are going to be hearing
from Mr. Harry Johnson later in your proceedings, who will be
speaking in effect for Alpha Phi Alpha, the general president of
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Alpha Phi Alpha and thousands of interested citizens across the
country.

It is now coming close to being realized, but we need this addi-
tional time period in which to achieve that, and I urge the commit-
tee’s favorable action.

[The prepared statement of Senator Sarbanes follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. PAUL S. SARBANES, U.S. SENATOR
FrROM MARYLAND

Chairman Thomas, Ranking Member Akaka, and members of the Subcommittee
on National Parks, it is a pleasure to appear before you today with Senator Warner
and Mr. Harry Johnson of the Martin Luther King National Memorial Project Foun-
dation on behalf of S. 470, a bill I introduced on February 27, 2003, to extend the
legislative authority for the memorial to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in the District
of Columbia. I would like to thank the Subcommittee for moving so expeditiously
on S. 470—legislation that is crucial to ensure a fitting tribute to our Nation’s great-
est civil rights leader.

In the 104th Congress, Congress passed a bill that I sponsored authorizing the
creation of a memorial to Dr. King as part of the Omnibus Parks legislation. The
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, of which Dr. King was a member, was designated to
coordinate the design and funding of the memorial. The legislation provides that the
monument be established entirely with private contributions at no cost to the Fed-
eral Government. The Department of Interior, in consultation with the National
Capital Park and Planning Commission and the Commission on Fine Arts, has ap-
proved the site of the memorial pursuant to this legislation. A design has been se-
lected and the Alpha Phi Alpha National Memorial Project Foundation is in the
process of getting that design approved by the Department of the Interior.

Pursuant to the Commemorative Works Act, there is a seven-year period of legis-
lative authority in which the National Memorial Project Foundation must acquire
a construction permit for the memorial. This seven-year period will expire in No-
vember of this year. Despite the enormous dedication of the National Memorial
Project Foundation additional time is necessary for the Foundation to erect a fitting
tribute to Dr. King. Meeting the administrative procedures and fundraising require-
ments of the Act has been a slow process. Therefore, the Foundation requires more
time in which to complete the process and acquire a construction permit.

That is why I, and Congresswoman Diane Watson in the House of Representa-
tives, have offered legislation to extend the period of legislative authority for an ad-
ditional three years. This legislation would give the Foundation additional time to
raise the necessary funds to obtain the construction permit, and would ensure that
work on the memorial is completed. This extension of legislative authority has been
done before for numerous other memorials, such as the World War II Memorial and
the U.S. Air Force Memorial, given the length of time it usually takes to embark
on a project of this magnitude, and it should be done for the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Memorial.

On May 22nd, the National Capital Memorial Commission met to consider S. 470
and H.R. 1209, the House version sponsored by Representative Diane Watson. Dr.
Henry Jackson, the Executive Architect for the Martin Luther King National Memo-
rial Project Foundation, testified before the Commission. He gave a brief overview
of the progress that has been made on the memorial since 1996, and an update on
current efforts to raise funds, increase public awareness and continue with the de-
sign and construction of the memorial. The Commission unanimously approved a
motion to recommend that the three-year extension be granted.

Since 1955, when in Montgomery, Alabama, Dr. King became a national hero and
an acknowledged leader in the civil rights struggle, until his tragic death in Mem-
phis, Tennessee in 1968, Martin Luther King, Jr. made an extraordinary contribu-
tion to the evolving history of our Nation.

His courageous stands and unyielding belief in the tenet of nonviolence reawak-
ened our Nation to the injustice and discrimination that continued to exist 100
years after the Emancipation Proclamation and the enactment of the guarantees of
the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments to the Constitution.

A memorial to Dr. King erected in the Nation’s Capital will provide continuing
inspiration to all who view it, and particularly to the thousands of students and
young people who visit Washington, D.C. every year. While these young people may
have no personal memory of the condition of civil rights in America before Dr. King,
nor of the struggle in which he was the major figure, they do understand that there
is more that needs to be done in this critical area.
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Martin Luther King, Jr. dedicated his life to achieving equal treatment and en-
franchisement for all Americans through nonviolent means. It is my hope that the
young people who visit this monument will come to understand that it represents
not only the enormous contribution of this great leader, but also two very basic prin-
ciples necessary for the effective functioning of our society. The first is that change,
even very fundamental change, is to be achieved through nonviolent means; that
this is the path down which we should go as a Nation in resolving some of our most
difficult problems. The other basic principle is that the reconciliation of the races,
the inclusion into the mainstream of American life of all its people, is essential to
the fundamental health of our Nation.

I very much appreciate the Subcommittee on National Parks’ consideration of this
important legislation and strongly urge Committee passage of S. 470 so that we may
move it through the Congress as expeditiously as possible.

Senator THOMAS. Thank you, Senator.
Senator Warner, glad to have you, sir.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN WARNER, U.S. SENATOR
FROM VIRGINIA

Senator WARNER